
27 
 

Section 3: Conducting PASS     
 

Informal Quiz  

Frequently Asked Questions About the Peer Assisted 
Study Session (PASS) Program ɀ From our Web Site  

 

What is PASS? 
 
PASS is a series of weekly review sessions for students taking historically difficult courses. 
PASS is provided for all students who want to improve their understanding of course 
material and improve their grades. Attendance at sessions is voluntary. For you, the 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȟ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅ ÎÏÔÅÓȟ ÔÏ discuss 
important concepts, to develop strategies for studying the subject, and to test yourselves 
ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ ÄÏÅÓȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅȾÓÈÅ ÄÏÅÓȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÁÄÙȢ  At each session you 
will be guided through this material by your PASS leader, a competent student who has 
previously taken the course. 
 

7ÈÁÔȭÓ Á 0!33 ÌÅÁÄÅÒȩ 
 
Have you ever wished you could do something over, knowing what you know now? PASS 
leaders are students themselves and are prepared to share with you what they have 
learned over the years about how to study. They know the course content and are eager to 
ÈÅÌÐ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÔȢ 4ÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙȟ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ 
ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÁÄȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÉÓ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅȠ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÊÏÂ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ 
the lectures you hear and the books you read, and then put it all together during PASS. 
PASS can help you learn course material more efficiently. 
 

When does PASS start? 
 
On the first day of class you will fill out a short survey to let the PASS leader know your 
class schedule. Each PASS leader will set up three review sessions each week at times that 
are best for the majority of students taking the class. You can attend one, two, or all three 
ɉÔÈÅ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÙÏÕÒÓɊ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÎÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÙÏÕȭÌl have new material to 
discuss. PASS reviews are informal. Bring your notes; bring your textbook; bring your 
questions. 

 
7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÎ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȩ 
 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ 0!33 ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÌÙȟ ÃÈÁÎÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÅÁÒÎ Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÇÒÁÄÅȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ Á 
better understanding of course content as well as more effective ways of studying. This will 
help you in other classes also.
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The Inside Scoop on Informal Quizzes  

The informal quiz takes advantage of the serious regard students have for quizzes to create 
a basis for discussion. The quiz is taken without sharing or discussion, but the students can 
use their notes and text to formulate their answer.  

Students are not graded on this quiz. Instead, their answers facilitate the group discussion 
for the session. The informal quiz allows weaker or quieter students the opportunity to 
participate equally with the stronger, more vocal students because the questions should be 
designed to have more than one correct answer. This allows an open discussion between 
students.  

The quiz is given at the beginning of the session in order to allow plenty of time to go over 

the quiz. Even though this may take only a short amount of time to do, some of the 

questions may spark more in-depth discussion and become the focus of PASS. 
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Individual Presentation  

Introducing PASS to the Class 
 
Prepare a short presentation to introduce PASS to the class. Organize your presentation as 
though you were attempting to answer questions students might ask or have about the 
program.  
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The Inside Scoop on Individual Presentations  

 
Individual presentations are uninterrupted presentations by one person to the group. 
5ÎÌÉËÅ ÁÎ Ȱ!ÓÓÉÇÎÅÄ $ÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ,ÅÁÄÅÒȱ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÉÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á ÆÏÒÍÁÌ 
presentation on a topic, question, or issue to the group.  
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Think -Pair -Share/Sequencing  

The First Day of Class 

There are many things PASS leaders must remember to do on the first day of class. 
Organize the tasks below, numbering them in the order in which they should be done. After 
you have completed the exercise below, pair up with a partner to share your ideas. 
 

Collect surveys. 
 

Remind the professor that you will need to make a brief 
presentation about PASS to the class. 

 
Write your name and ARC office number on the blackboard. 

 
Hand out the beginning-of-the-term survey to the students. 

 
Introduce PASS to the students. 

 
Arrive on time 

 
Other:  
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The Inside Scoop on Sequencing 

Sequencing can be text based, math based, or graph based. It is an excellent strategy for the 

development of memory and recall. Sequencing is used to help students construct logical 

process sequences. In this technique the PASS leader scrambles material, such as steps of a 

math problem or the processes in a biological cycle, and has the students put them in the 

correct order. 
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Group Discussion/Timeline  
Opening and Closing PASS 
 
Read the following information on the structure of a PASS session. Underline anything that 
you hope to learn more about. Then share those concepts with your group members. As a 
group, fill out the questions that follow. 
 
Definition and Rationale:  
 
Because PASS is meant to be informal, the leader must clearly communicate to the students 
when the session is starting. The students will need to begin with an activity that eases 
them into an academic mind set. In addition, when the time is up, students need closure in 
order to confirm the understanding that they have gained. 
 
Structure of PASS Sessions:  
 

1. Introductions (first session of the semester)  
2. Addressing Student Needs/Allowing Student Input to Agenda (what would the 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȩ 2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ 
these needs yet.) 

3. Setting Agenda (tell the students what you have planned for them) 
4. Strategies (facilitate the one or two activities you planned for the session) 
5. Closure (how can the group summarize what they have learned this session?) 

 
Setting the agenda for the session is usually the first step, with the exception of the first one 
or two sessions of the semester. This is the official opener, but this section is intended to 
suggest opening and closing activities or strategies you can use in your sessions. Addressing 
student needs is an important part of every session, and it can provide an excellent closure 
activityɂask a student to go to the board and allow the group to confirm or deny that each 
issue was covered. However, asking students for questions is not a sufficient opening 
activity. 
 
Suggested Strategies for Opening and Closing Sessions:  
 
Ɇ !ÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÒÓ 
Ɇ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÌ 1ÕÉÚ 
Ɇ /ÎÅ-Minute Paper 
Ɇ -ÁÔÒÉØ 
Ɇ 0ÒÅÄÉÃÔ %ØÁÍ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ 
Ɇ 4ÈÉÎË-Pair-Share 
Ɇ .ÏÔÅ 2ÅÖÉÅ× 
Ɇ !ÎÁÌÏÇÙ 
Ɇ #ÏÎÃÅÐÔ -ÁÐÐÉÎÇ 
Ɇ 6ÉÓÕÁÌÓ 
Ɇ 6ÏÃÁÂÕÌÁÒÙ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ
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Tips for Opening Sessions 
 
 
Ɇ Arrive Early : Is the room locked or occupied? It is very helpful to arrive at your 

sessions early if you can so that you can arrange the room and be ready for the 
students. 

 
Ɇ Arrange the Room : chairs should be in a circle or half-circle (facing the board). 

Sit in the circle, not at the front of the room. 
 

Ɇ Always have a detailed Session Plan with you at your sessions. You may not 
remember everything you planned. 
 

Ɇ Pass Around the Participation Log (and get it back!) 
 
Ɇ You must always remember to have students fill out your Participation Log neatly 

and clearly, otherwise we will not be able to determine how we are helping the 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ 4ÁËÅ Á ÍÉÎÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÅÔȢ 

 
Ɇ Watch the Time : be sure to allow enough time for a closure activity. 

 
Ɇ Suggest Additional Study : what concepts should students study on their own? 

 
Ɇ Ask for Input : what do they want to cover in the next session? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


